For Immediate Release 

May 9, 2002 


Media Contact: 


Stacie Leatherman, (216) 707-2265 
sleatherman@clevelandart.org 


Summer Exhibition of Groundbreaking 
Color Woodcuts at CMA 

CLEVELAND — In the early 20th century, a groundbreaking technique used to create color woodcuts 
emerged. The "white-line woodcut," utilized by Blanche Lazzell and other artists living in 
Provincetown, Mass., is the subject of a new exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA). From 
Paris to Provincetown: Blanche Lazzell and the Color Woodcut (May 1 9— July 28, 2002) features 123 
works, including the prints, the preparatory drawings for them, and the wood blocks from which they 
were printed. The prints depict village life, sailing scenes, still lifes, and abstract images. Works by 
Lazzell will be complemented by woodcuts executed by Provincetown artists Gustave Baumann, Ada 
Gilmore Chaffee, Mabel Hewit, Edna Boies Hopkins, Ethel Mars, Mildred McMillen, Bror Julius Olsson 
Nordfeldt, Maude Hunt Squire, and Grace Martin Taylor. The exhibition is organized by the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. Admission is free. 

"Lazzell's prints are distinguished by good design, fine cutting, and meticulous, sensitive 
printing," notes Jane Glaubinger, CMA's curator of prints. "She was committed to modernism, and her 
decorative, geometric cubism was perfect for lively depictions of Provincetown, floral images, and 
abstract designs. Her woodcuts may be the earliest non-representational prints made by a woman in the 
United States." 

Lazzell was a member of a group of artists who resided in Provincetown, a fishing village on the 
tip of Cape Cod that had become an art colony. Inspired by Japanese color woodcuts, these artists 
pioneered the white-line woodcut or "Provincetown Print." Traditionally, a separate woodblock is cut 
for each color, but with this new technique a single block is used for all the colors by cutting grooves in 
the block to separate areas of different colors. The groove is not inked so that the white of the paper acts 
as an outline around the colored shapes. Though the white-line woodcut was invented by Nordfeldt, 
Lazzell became the leading figure to use this method, and, from 1916 to the 1950s, she created more than 
138 blocks. Printing by hand on Japanese paper using watercolor instead of ink, she experimented 
continuously, trying various colors, so that each impression is different. By 1925, following two years of 
study in Paris with artists Fernand Leger, Albert Gleizes, and Andr6 Lhote, Lazzell combined the white- 
line technique with her own adaptation of cubism to represent the angular patterns of the Provincetown 
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houses, rooftops, and wharves that dominate many of the woodcuts. Even Lazzell's floral images, such as Star Phlox 
(1931), inspired by her remarkable potted gardens, are arrangements of brilliantly colored cubes. 

The Monongahela (1936) is considered one of Lazzell's most creative prints. Born and raised in West Virginia, 
Lazzell depicts the sweeping river and houses in Morgantown in bold, geometric shapes, printed in rich blue, 
yellow, red, and green. She made only four impressions of Provincetown Back Yards (1926), which features 
overlapping houses sundrenched in autumn light, and bare trees. Abstraction A (1926) reflects her interest in the 
interaction of forms on the surface, rather than the illusion of three-dimensionality. In this work, she incorporates 
the grain of the woodblock into her design. 

Catalogue 

The 95-page, fully-illustrated catalogue (MFA Publications, 2002) includes a foreword by Malcolm Rogers, the Ann 
and Graham Gund Director of the MFA, and an essay by the show's organizer, Barbara Stern Shapiro, curator of 
special projects at the MFA. It will be available for $27.50 (hardbound) and $18.95 (paperback). 

Free Lecture, Gallery Talks, and Woodcut Demonstration 

Shapiro will lecture on From Paris to Provincetown: Blanche Lazzell and the Color Woodcut at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 5, 
in the Recital Hall. 

CMA staff will offer free gallery talks at 6:30 p.m. June 19, 26, and July 10 (Wednesdays); June 14, and July 
12 and 19 (Fridays). 

On Friday, June 21, from 5:30 to 8 p.m., and Saturday, June 22, from 2 to 4 p.m., woodcut artist Ruth Hogan 
will present Woodblock Printing in the Style of Blanche Lazzell, a free demonstration of the white- line woodcut 
technique in the Indoor Garden Court. 

Adult Printmaking Workshop 

Six workshops offered by CMA education staff member Saundra Stemen will explore a variety of printmaking 

processes, including monoprints, linoleum cuts, and Plexiglas etching. Subject matter will be inspired by works in 

the museum's collection. A $100 fee includes some supplies, tools, ink, and paper. To register, call CMA's ticket 

center at (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033. Limit 12 people. 

* * * 

The exhibition is organized by the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. The Ohio Arts Council supports the CMA using 
state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. 
Promotional support is provided by 89.7 WKSU FM. 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.clevelandart.org . 

### 


Page 2 of 2 



